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What Muslims claim about the Quran 


1) The Qur'an is uncreated and exists eternally on clay tablets 
in heaven (S.85:22) 


2) The Qur'an was sent down to Muhammad between 610 — 
632 AD 


3) The Qur'an was completed by Uthman in 652 AD 
4) The Qur'an is unchanged in the last 1400 years 
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What Christians claim about the Bible 


1) The Bible was created, as it was written by man 


2) The Bible was not sent down to anyone, but inspired by 
God 


3) The Bible was complete in its original form 


4) The Bible has been changed in the last 2000 years, and we 
know where, and say so 
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My remit 


e We can't critique 'uncreated' or ‘sent down’ 


But we can critique ‘complete’ and ‘unchanged’ 


Thus, we would want to find: 


1 Qur'anic manuscript 

Dated from the mid 7t" century (652 AD) 

Complete (i.e. all 114 Surahs) 

Unchanged (exactly like the 1924 'Hafs' Qur'an used 
today) 


12 areas we will investigate... 


[1] What do modern Muslim Leaders Claim? 


[2] What did early Muslim Scholars Say? 

[3] Historical Anachronisms 

[4] Source Criticism 

[5] The 2 compilations of the Qur'an 

[6] The 30 late Diacritical Variants (i.e. the different Arabic Qur'ans) 
[7] The 6 Earliest Qur'anic Manuscripts 

[8] The 2 Layers of the Sana'a Palimpsest 

[9] The 4 Carbon Dating Lab Reports 

[10] The 4,000 early Consonantal Variants 


[11] The 63 Earliest Extant Fragments 


[12] The 1924 Hafs canonized text my S 
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[1] What Do Modern Muslim Leaders Claim? 
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Fethullah Gulen 


“One Qur'an, unaltered, unedited & untampered' g 


"The Qur'an's text is entirely reliable. It has 
not been altered, edited, or tampered with 
since it was revealed... all Muslims know only 
one Qur'an, perfectly preserved in its original 
words since the Prophet's death, when ” 2' __ 
Revelation ended." Influential Turkish 'cult' leader 


Aa 
Fethullah Gulen, Questions and Answers about Islam, Vol. 1 Ld 


Suzanne Haneef 
"Preserved today...in its exact original form" | 


^The Holy Qur'an is the only divinely 


revealed scripture in the history of mankind ES 
1 AND 
which has been preserved to the present Nen 
time in its exact original form. ? 
Suzanne Haneef, What Everyone Should know About Islam and Muslims (Chicago: Kazi Convert to Islam هس‎ 


Publications, 1979), 18-19. 


Abdullah Yusuf Ali 
"Not a single letter has changed..." 


"So well has it been preserved, both in 
memory and in writing, that the Arabic text 
we have today is identical to the text as it 
was revealed to the Prophet. Not even a 
single letter has yielded to corruption during 
the passage of the centuries." 


Popular translator of the Qur'an a 


Yusuf Ali, The Holy Qur'an: English Translation of the Meanings & Commentary (Madinah: | 
King Fahd Complex, 1413AH), V. 


Maulvi Muhammad Ali 


“Not even a diacritical point has changed" 


"The Qur'an is one, and no copy differing in 
even a diacritical point is met with.. There are, 
and always have been contending sects, but the 
same Qur'an is in the possession of one and 
all... A manuscript with the slightest variation 
in the text is unknown" 


Maulvi Muhammad Ali, Muhammad and Christ (Lahore: The Ahmadiyya Anjuman-i-ishaatt-Islam, 


1921,7) 


Dr. Shabir Ally 


"Exactly identical for over 1300 years" 


“...We have a copy of the Qur'an dating from 
790 in the British Museum (MS2165 Ma’il 
Codice). Folks, that’s 1,300 years ago. And 
we can compare that with what we're 
reading today and we find them to be 
exactly identical." 


During a Debate with Tony Costa in Canada Influential Canadian Scholar Fa 
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Dr. Shabir Ally 


"Muslims have not quarreled over what is the text..." 


"But what is important to notice is that throughout 


the ages of Muslim history, the Muslims have not 


quarreled over what is the text of the Qur'an because the text was known through 

memory work and through the written materials handed down right from the time of 

the prophet Muhammad (peace and blessings of God be upon him). As I said, the two 
copies that were made 1,400 years ago, one which is in Tashkent, Russia, for example, 

has been demonstrated by Ahmad von Denffer in his book Ulum Al-Qur'an to be an 

early copy from that time, and we find no difference from that copy to what we're Tm 
reading today” | 


Conclusion: 
What do they all agree upon? 


٠ That the Qur'an we have today has not changed ‘one iota’ since its inception 
1,400 years ago! 


* That the Qur'an we have today is exactly the same as that which is on the 
‘preserved tablets’ in heaven 


٠ That our Qur'an parallels in every detail that which was revealed to the prophet 
Muhammad, and was written down completely by Uthman in 652 AD 


But is that what the earliest Muslim scholars believed? 


Let's look at what they said concerning the Qur'an Ta 


E 
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[2] What did Early Muslim Scholars Say? 
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Some Verses were LOST 


Many (of the passages) of the Qur'an that were sent down 
were known by those who died on the day of Yamama...but 
they were not known (by those who) survived them, nor were 
they written down, nor had Abu Bakr, Umar, or Uthman (by 
that time) collected the Qur'an, nor were they found with even 
one (person) after them. 


(Ibn Abi Dawud, Kitab al-Masahif p.23) 


Some Verses DISAPPEARED 


It is reported from Ismail ibn Ibrahim from Ayyub from Naafi 
from Ibn Umar who said: "Let none of you say ‘I have acquired 
the whole of the Qur'an'. How does he know whet all of it is 


when much of the Qur'an has disappeared? Rather let him say 


‘I have acquired what has survived.’ 


(as-Suyuti, [d. 1500sAD] Al-/tgan fii Ulum al-Qur'an, p.524). 


E 
Ld 


E 
Ld 


Some Verses were FORGOTTEN 


We used to recite a surah which resembled in length and 
severity to (Surah) Bara'at. | have, however, forgotten it with 
the exception of this which | remember out of it: "If there 
were two valleys full of riches, for the son of Adam, he would 
long for a third valley, and nothing would fill the stomach of 
the son of Adam but dust”. 


(Sahih Muslim, [d. 875 AD] Vol. 2:2286, p.501) 


Some Verses were CANCELLED 


We used to read a verse of the Qur'an revealed in their 
connection, but later the verse was canceled. It was: "convey 
to our people on our behalf the information that we have met 
our Lord, and He is pleased with us, and has made us pleased". 


(Sahih al-Bukhari, [d. 870AD] Vol. 5:416, pg.288) 
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Some Verses went MISSING 


"Allah sent Muhammad (saw) with the Truth and revealed the Holy Book to him, and 
among what Allah revealed, was the Verse of the Rajam (the stoning of married 
persons, male and female, who commit adultery) and we did recite this Verse and 


understood and memorized it. Allah's Apostle (saw) did carry out the punishment 
of stoning and so did we after him. | am afraid that after a long time has passed, 


somebody will say, 'By Allah, we do not find the Verse of the Rajam in Allah's 
Book’, and thus they will go astray by leaving an obligation which Allah has revealed" 


(Sahih al-Bukhari, [d. 870AD] Vol. 8:817, pg.539) 


Some Verses were OVERLOOKED 


Khuzaimah ibn Thabit said: "I see you have overlooked (two) 
verses and have not written them". They said "And which are 
they?" He replied “I had it directly (tilgiyya - ‘automatically, 
spontaneously’) from the messenger of Allah (saw) (Surah 9, 
ayah 128) ... Uthman said "I bear witness that these verses are 
from Allah" 


(Ibn Abi Dawud, Kitab al-Masahif p.11) E 
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Some Verses were CHANGED 


Abu Yunus, freedman of Aishah, Mother of Believers, reported: Aishah 
ordered me to transcribe the Holy Qur'an and asked me to let her know 
when | should arrive at the verse Haftdhuu alaas-salaati waas-salaatiil- 
wustaa wa quumuu lillaahi qaanitiin (2.238). When | arrived at the verse | 
informed her and she ordered: Write it in this way, Hafidhuu alaas-salaati 
waas-salaatiil-wustaa wa salaatil 'asri wa quumuu lillaahi qaanitiin. She 
added that she had heard it so from the Apostle of Allah (may peace be 
upon him) (Muwatta Imam Malik, [d.795 AD] p.64) 
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Some Verses were MODIFIED 


Altogether al-Hajjaj ibn Yusuf made eleven modifications in 
the reading of the Uthmanic text. ... In al-Bagarah (Surah 2.259) 
it originally read Lam yatasanna waandhur, but it was altered 
to Lam yatasannah ... In al-Ma'ida (Surah 5.48) it read Shari 
ya'atan wa minhaajaan, but it was altered to shir ‘atawwa 
minhaajaan. 


(Ibn Abi Dawud, Kitab al-Masahif p.117) 


Some Verses were SUBSTITUTED 


But Allah said "None of Our Revelations do We abrogate or 
cause to be forgotten but We substitute something better or 
similar." 


(Sahih al-Bukhari, Volume 6, Book 61, Number 527) 
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Some Verses were EATEN BY SHEEP 


It was narrated that Aishah said: "The Verse of stoning and of 
breastfeeding an adult ten times was revealed, and the paper 
was with me under my pillow. When the Messenger of Allah 
died, we were preoccupied with his death, and a tame sheep 
came in and ate it." 


(Sunan ibn Majah, d. 1277) 
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Does this sound like a book which 
was COMPILED Perfectly and 
Completely? 

Does this not imply intentional 
human intervention right through its 
initial compilation? 
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SUMMARY 


Lost 
Disappeared 
Forgotten 
Cancelled 
Missing 
Overlooked 
Changed 
Modified 
Substituted 
Eaten by Sheep 


[5] THE 2 COMPILATIONS OF THE QURAN 


~ 


Where do wo go to find out about the Qur’an’s Creation? 
= Sahih al Bukhari 


Muhammad 
dies 632 


Qur’an Al Bukhari (d. 870 AD) 
compiled 


652 
— | 4——m 218 — 238 too late m 
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509. Narrated Zaid bin Thabit f: 
Abū Bakr As-Siddiq sent for me when the 
people of Yama-ma had been killed (i.e., 
a number of the Prophet's Companions 
who fought against Musailarna). (I went 
to him) and found ‘Umar bin Al-Khattab 
sitting with him. Abū Bakr then said 
(to me), “Umar has come to me and said: 
“Casualties were heavy among the Qurra’ 
of the Qur'an (i.e. those who knew the 
Qur'an by heart) on the day of the Battle 
of Yamama, and | am afraid that more 
heavy casualties may take place among 
the Qurrà' on other battlefields, whereby 
a large part of the Qur'àn may be lost. 
Therefore | suggest, you (Abu Bakr) order 
that the Qur ‘an be collected. | said to 
‘Umar, "How can you da something 
which Allah‘s Apostle did not do?” 
"Umar said, "By Allah, that is a good 
Project.” “Umar kept on urging me to 
accept his proposal till Allah opened my 
chest for it and | began to realise the 
good in the idea which ‘Umar had 
realised." Then Abii Bakr said (to mel. 
“You are a wise young man and we do not 
have any suspicion about you, and you 
used to write the Divine Inspiration for 
Allah's Apostle . So you should 
Qur'an and collect it (in one book),” 
pU Ug E حي‎ HR d 
of the mountains, it would not have been 
heavier for me than this ordering me to 
collect the Qur'àn. Then | said to AbU 
Bakr, "How will you do something which 
Allah's Apostle did not do?” Abū 
Bakr replied, “By Allah, it is a good 
Project.” Abü Bakr kept on urging me 
ta accept his idea until Allah opened my 
chest for what He had opened the chests 
of Abū Bakr and ‘Umar @&} . So I 
started looking for the Qur^in and collect- 
ing it from (what was written on) palm- 
leaf stalks, thin white stones 8nd also 
from the men who knew it by heart, till 
| found the last Verse of Surat At-Tauba 
(Repentance) with Abi Khuzaima Al- 
Ansari, and did not find it with any- 
body other than him. The Verse is: 
Verily there has come unto you an 
Apostle (Muhammad ) from 
amongst yourselves. |t grieves him 
that you should receive any Injury 
or difficulty,.....{till the end of 
"Surat-Barà'a (At-Tauba) (9:128-129) 
Then t^e complete manuscripts (copy) of 
the Qur‘an remained with Aba Bakr till he 
died, then with ‘Umar till the end of his 
life, and then with Hafsa, the daughter of 
‘Umar 
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Sahih Bukhari Vol. 6:509 
632-634 AD (Abu Bakr & Umar) 


Abu Bakr & Umar call Zaid Ibn Thabit (Muhammad’s secretary) 
to collect the Qur’an, because of all those killed at Yamama 
who had memorized it 

He at first refuses, saying the prophet hadn’t even done this 
(i.e. written down the Qur’an), but then relents 

He collects it from palm leaves, white stones, and from men’s 
memories 

One verse (S. 9:128-129) he found with only one man (Abi 
Khuzaima Al Ansari) 

This first recension is given to Hafsah, Muhammad’s wife, and 
the daughter of Umar, and she put it under her bed for 20 


years 


Sahih al-Bukhari 
(Vol.6:509) 

on the 
Compilation of 
the first Qur'an 


Abu Bakr (632 — 
634 AD) 


Collection Sahih Bukhari 
Dar-us-Salam reference Hadith 4986 


pa 

In-book reference Book 66, Hadith 8 

USC-MSA web (English) 

س س 

reference Volume 6, Book 61, Hadith 509 


Related Qur'an verses 9.128-129 


Narrated Zaid bin Thabit: 

Abu Bakr As-Siddiq sent for me when the people of Yamama had been killed (i.e., a number of the Prophet's Companions who fought against Musailima). (I went to him) and found “Umar bin Al- Khattab sitting with him. Abu Bakr then said 
(to me), " Umar has come to me and said: "Casualties were heavy among the Qurra’ of the Qur'an (i.e. those who knew the Qur'an by heart) on the day of the Battle of Yamama, and | am afraid that more heavy casualties may take place 
among the Qurra' on other battlefields, whereby a large part of the Qur'an may be lost. Therefore | suggest, you (Abu Bakr) order that the Qur'an be collected." | said to Umar, "How can you do something which Allah's Apostle did not do?" 
“Umar said, "By Allah, that is a good project." ‘Umar kept on urging me to accept his proposal till Allah opened my chest for it and | began to realize the good in the idea which `Umar had realized." Then Abu Bakr said (to me). "You are a 
wise young man and we do not have any suspicion about you, and you used to write the Divine Inspiration for Allah's Messenger (€). So you should search for (the fragmentary scripts of) the Qur'an and collect it in one book." By Allah If 
they had ordered me to shift one of the mountains, it would not have been heavier for me than this ordering me to collect the Qur'an. Then | said to Abu Bakr, "How will you do something which Allah's Messenger (#) did not do?" Abu Bakr 
replied, "By Allah, it is a good project." Abu Bakr kept on urging me to accept his idea until Allah opened my chest for what He had opened the chests of Abu Bakr and “Umar. So | started looking for the Qur'an and collecting it from (what 
was written on) palme stalks, thin white stones and also from the men who knew it by heart, till | found the last Verse of Surat at-Tauba (Repentance) with Abi Khuzaima Al-Ansari, and | did not find it with anybody other than him. The Verse 
is: 'Verily there has come unto you an Apostle (Muhammad) from amongst yourselves. It grieves him that you should receive any injury or difficulty..(till the end of Surat-Baraa' (at-Tauba) (9.128-129). Then the complete manuscripts (copy) 
of the Qur'an remained with Abu Bakr till he died, then with “Umar till the end of his life, and then with Hafsa, the daughter of “Umar. 
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Related Qur'an verses 9.128-129 


Narrated Zaid bin Thabit: 
Abu Bakr As-Siddiq sent for me when the people of Yamama had been killed (i.e., a number of the Prophet's Companions who fought against Musailima). (I went to him) and found “Umar bin Al- Khattab sitting with him. Abu Bakr then said 
(to me), " Umar has come to me and said: "Casualties were heavy among the Qurra' of the Qur'an (i.e. those who knew the Qur'an by heart) on the day of the Battle of Yamama, and | am afraid that more heavy casualties may take place 
among the Qurra' on other battlefields, whereby a large part of the Qur'an may be lost. Therefore | suggest, you (Abu Bakr) order that the Qur'an be collected." | said to ‘Umar, "How can you do Something which Allah's Apostle did not do?" 
“Umar said, "By Allah, that is a good project." “Umar kept on urging me to accept his proposal till Allah opened my chest for it and | began to realize the good in the idea which `Umar had realized." Then Abu Bakr said (to me). "You are a 
wise young man and we do not have any suspicion about you, and you used to write the Divine Inspiration for Allah's Messenger (€). So you should search for (the fragmentary scripts of) the Qur'an and collect it in one book." By Allah If 
they had ordered me to shift one of the mountains, it would not have been heavier for me than this ordering me to collect the Quran. Then T said to Abu Bakr, "How will you do something which Allan's Messenger (=) did not do?" Abu Bakr 
replied, "By Allah, it is a good project." Abu Bakr kept on urging me to accept his idea until Allah opened my chest for what He had opened the chests of Abu Bakr and Umar. So | sta ooking for the Quran and collecting It from (what 
was written on) palme stalks, thin white stones and also from the men who knew it by heart, till | found the last Verse of Surat at-Tauba (Repentance) with Abi Khuzaima Al-Ansari, and | did not find it with anybody other than him. The Verse 
is: Verily there has come unto you an Apostle (Muhammad) from amongst yourselves. It grieves him that you should receive any injury or difficulty..(till the end of Surat-Baraa' (at-Tauba) (9.128-129). Then the complete manuscripts (copy) 
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of the Qur'an remained with Abu Bakr till he died, then with `Umar till the end of his life, and then with Hafsa, the daughter of “Umar. 
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Sahih al- Bukhari 


510. Narrated Anas bin Malik 
X5 : Hudhaifa bin Al-Yaman came to 
‘Uthman at the time when the people of 
Sham and the people of ‘Iraq were wag- 
ing war to conquer Arminya and Adhar- 


bijan. Hudhaifa was afraid of their (the 
people of Stià'm and’ ‘Iraq) differences 
in the recitation of the Qur'an, so 
he said to ‘Uthman, ^O chief of the 
Believers! Save this nation before they 
iffer about the Book (Qur'án) as 
Jews and the Christians did before.” 
So ‘Uthman sent a message to Hafsa 
saying, "Send us the manuscripts of the 
Qur'n so that we may compile the 
Qur'ánic materials in perfect copies and 
return the manuscripts to you." Hafsa 
sent it to ‘Uthman. ‘Uthman then order- 
ed Zaid bin Thabit, ‘Abdullah bin Az- 
Zubair, Sa'id bin Al-’As and ‘Abdur- 
Rahman bin Harith bin Hisham to re- 
write the manuscripts in perfect copies. 
‘Uthman said to the three Quraishi men, 
"In case you disagree, with Zaid bin 
Thabit on any point in the Qur'an, then 
write it in the dialect of Ouraish as the 
Qur'an was revealed in their tongue.” 
They did so, and when they had written 
many copies, ‘Uthman returned the origi- 
nal manuscripts to Hafsa. "Uthman sent 
to every Muslim province one copy of 
what they had copied, and ordered that 
all the other Qur'ánic materials, whether 
written in fragmentary manuscripts or 
whole copies, be burnt. Zaid bin Thabit 
added, "A Verse from Sürat Ahzab was 
missed by me when we copied the Qur'an 
and | used to hear Alfah’s Apostle 


reciting it. So we searched for it 


and found it with Khuzaima bin Thabit 
'"Al-Ansari. (That Verse was): 
“Among the Believers are men 
who have been true in their cov- 
enant with Allah.’ (33:23) 


(trane. by Dr. Muhammad Mahsein Khan 
Publ. by Da» Bhya Us-Sunnah) 


Sahih Bukhari Vol. 6:510 


652 AD (Uthman) 


٠ Uthman calls Zaid ibn Thabit (Muhammad’s secretary) to re- 
write the Qur'an, given to Hafsah; so, a 259 Qur’anic recension 
٠ He is given three others to help him: Az-Zubair, Al-As, ibn 


Hisham 


٠ They are to write it only in the ‘Quraishi’ dialect 

٠ They then send this final copy to every province (9 of them) 

٠ All of the other manuscripts, partial and full, which disagreed, 
were then burned! 

٠ One verse (S.33:23) was found with one man (Khuzaima bin 
Thabit al-Ansari) 


Sahih al-Bukhari 
(Vol. 6:510) 

on the Compilation 
of the second 
Qur'an 


Uthman (652 AD) 


Collection Sahih Bukhari 
Dar-us-Salam reference Hadith 4987 


ok rei nce Book 66, Hadith 9 
USC-MSA web (English) 
ڪڪ ڪڪ‎ — 
reference Volume 6, Book 61, Hadith 510 


Narrated Anas bin Malik: 
Hudhaifa bin Al-Yaman came to “Uthman at the time when the people of Sham and the people of iraqw were Waging war to conquer Arminya and Adharbijan, Hudhaifa was afraid of their ne propie of Sham and Iraq) differences in the 
recitation of the Qur'an, so he said to 'Uthman, 5o chief of the Belleverstis 3 30 


Qur'an was revealed in their tongue." They did so, an ien they had written many copies, "Uthman returned the original manuscripts to —— ج‎ to every — province one copy OF What They had copied, and ordered that all 
the other Qur'anic materials, whether written in fragmentary manuscripts or whole copies, be burnt. 
ae E يت‎ U L اي‎ O E 


Uii‏ مُوسىء Dii WS aal ji] Ulis‏ شهابء Gal)‏ ِن Gj is calla‏ خذيفة بن hal‏ قِم على عثمان كان يُغازي Dal‏ الثتأم في فثح إزمينية وَأذْرَبيجان A ga‏ العراق فأفزع خذيفة 

aisil‏ في el all‏ ة Anis Qui‏ لِعثْمَانَ يَا gael‏ الْمُوْمِنِينَ أذرك هذه Ou ASI‏ أَنْ iiis‏ 1 في الكتاب اختلاف a ggall‏ وَالنَصَارَى فَأَرْسَلَ Sulis‏ إلى حَفْصَة أَنْ s ca Lal Ul) Lal‏ في 
il) uis di iaka‏ فأزْسلث بها خفصة إلى عَثْمَانَ 2l‏ زد بن Sie s CHE‏ الله ِن Gi saag HIN‏ العاص وَعَبْدَ الرَّحمَنِ بْنَ الخارث oj‏ هثتام la di‏ في الْمَصَاجِف lié Qs‏ 

ABS t all a N‏ إذا | تتم all‏ وَرَيْدُ ald Sa‏ في شىء Tall Ga‏ $958 بلسان Lalla Go‏ رل بلِسَانِهخ فَفْعَلُوا حى إِذَا phi‏ | الصّحُف في الْمَصاجف رَد عُثْمَانُ الصّحُف إلى حَفْصَة 
وَأَرْسَلَ إِلَى call OS‏ بمُصْحَف مما نَسَحُوا Lay galg‏ سِوَاهُ مِنَ الفُرْآن في OS‏ صّحيفة j‏ مُصْحَفٍ أنْ GAS‏ 


Collection Sahih Bukhari 

Dar-us-Salam reference Hadith 4988 

In-book reference Book 66, Hadith 10 

USC-MSA web (English) 

reference Volume 6, Book 61, Hadith 510 


Related Qur'an verses 33.23 


Zaid bin Thabit added, "A verse from Surat Ahzab was missed by me when we copied the Qur'an and | used to hear Allah's Messenger (*) reciting it. So we searched for it and found it with Khuza'ima bin Thabit Al-Ansari. (That Verse 
was): 
'Among the Believers are men who have been true in their covenant with Allah.' (33.23) 


قال Ol‏ شهاب وَأَخْبَرَنِي Ch Aa‏ 335 ن kan ccu‏ 35 بْنَ cea‏ قال فقذث Agi‏ مِنَ الأخرّاب iui Gye‏ الْمُصْحف kat CHS S‏ رَسُولَ dil‏ صا ail‏ عليه وسلم Íg‏ بها فَالْتَمَمْنَاهَا 
فَوَجَدْنَاهَا ka‏ خْرَيْمَةَ بن cu‏ الأنصّاريّ Way ria Sall a)‏ صَدَقُوا Us‏ عَاهَدُوا Uis (aile. ail‏ في سُورَتِهَا في الْمُصْحَفٍ. 


Compilation Questions - 1 


Concerning al Bukhari 6:509 — Abu Bakr's 1* compilation of the Qur'an 
1) Why didn't God choose a language which could accommodate the Qur'an? 
e (i.e. no diacritical marks, nor vowellization until the 8'^ — 9th centuries) 
* Hebrew & Greek already existed, and were previously used...why not use 
either of them? 
2) Why didn't God choose a man who could 'read and write'? 
* Writing down the Qur'an and preserving it was his primary remit 


* So, why didn't he do either before he died? 


Aa 
Ld 


Compilation Questions - 2 


Concerning al Bukhari 6:509 — Abu Bakr's 1* compilation of the Qur'an 
3) Why didn't Muhammad learn to read and write (Arabic only has 28 letters)? 
e He had 22 years to do so (Note: | learned to read Arabic in 2 weeks!) 
e What about Zaid ibn Thabit? He was Muhammad’s secretary! Isn't that his 
job? 
4) Why didn't Abu Bakr make copies and disperse them to the 5-9 provinces in 634 
AD, as Uthman did later on? 
٠ The 5 included: Mecca, Medina, Basra, Kufa, and Damascus 


e The 9 included: Basra, Kufa, Damascus, Jerusalem, Cairo, Alexandria, Aden, a 
Herat, and Nishapur d 


Compilation Questions - 3 


Concerning al Bukhari 6:509 — Abu Bakr’s 1* compilation of the Qur'an 


5) Muslims say 1,000s died at Yamama, though the traditions tell us only 70 Hafiz 
(those who memorized the Qur'an) died 


* Doesn'tthis prove that there were very few who actually knew the Qur'an? 
* Doesn'tthis also prove that there was a real crisis with the Qur'an? 


* Doesn't this moreover prove that memorization wasn't good enough to 
preserve the Qur'an, as Muslims constantly claim today? 


Ey 
Ld 


Compilation Questions - 4 


Concerning al Bukhari 6:510 - Uthman’s 2"* compilation of the Qur'an 
6) How could there be dialectical differences in the mid 7 c.? 

* Dialects require diacritical marks, and vowellization 

e These were not introduced until the 8" century 

e And they were not finalized until possibly another century later 


7) Why did Uthman burn all of the other copies? 
* Note: You can only burn books, not a recitation, or someone's tonguel 
* Doesn't that suggest that the Mushafs didn't agree? 
* Wouldn't it be great to have them to compare with today? he 


Compilation Questions - 5 


Concerning al Bukhari 6:510 — Uthman’s 2"* compilation of the Qur'an 


8) The fact that Zaid ibn Thabit came upon Surah 33:23 with one man (Khuzaima 
bin Thabit al-Ansari), proves the Qur'an wasn't even complete in 632 AD 


* Could there have been many others Surahs he missed? 
* What about the material which was lost with those killed at the battle of 
Yamama in 632 AD? 
9) If there was a 2™ Qur'an in 652 AD, why, now many different Arabic Qur'ans? 


10) If 5-9 copies were made for each province...where are they today? Where is 


there even 1? Ja 
Ld 


Compilation Questions 


al Bukhari 6:510 


Uthman's 2"? Qur'an 


* Where are the copies of the 
Qur'an sent to the 5 or 9 cities 
(pictured right)? 

* They would only be 1400 


yrs. old Y R i LA 2 d cum y = 
* We have 1700 yr. old New 7 Saudi arabia C ONE 


Testaments oe | 8 
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* What about the Qira'ats? Libel i + Sa | 


[6| THE 30 DIACRITICAL VARIANTS 
(Ahruf’ and 'Qira'at Corrections) 


THE 30 'OFFICIAL VARIANT QURANS 


Transmitters (93,263 differences) 


Readers 
1) Nafi’ al-Madani (Medina 689-785 AD) Qalun (835 AD) Warsh (812 AD) 
2) Ibn Kathir al Makki (Mecca 666-738 AD) Al-Bazzi (d. 864 AD) Qunbul (d. 904 AD) 
3) Abu ‘Amr Ibn al-‘Ala’ (Basra 690-770 AD) Al-Duri (d. 860 AD) Al-Susi (d. 874 AD) 
4) Ibn Amir ad-Dimashqi (Damascus d. 736 AD) Hisham (d. 859 AD) Ibn Dhakwan (d. 857 AD) 
5) Aasim ibn Abi al-Najud (Kufa 700-745 AD) Shu'bah (d. 809 AD) 
6) Hamzah az-Zalyyat (Kufa 696-772 AD) Khalaf (d. 844 AD) Khallad (d. 835 AD) 
7) Al-Kisa'i (Kufa 737-805 AD) Al-Layth (d. 854 AD) Al-Duri (d. 860 AD) 
Chosen by Ibn Mujahid (d.936) 
8) Abu Ja'far (Medina - d. 748 AD) ‘Isa ibn Wardan (d. 777 AD) Ibn Jummaz (d. 787 AD) 
9) Ya'qub al-Yamani (Basra - d. 821 AD) Ruways (d. 853 AD) Rawh (d. 849 AD) 
10) Khalaf (Kufa - d. 844 AD) Ishaq (d. 899 AD) Idris (d. 905 AD) Tm 


Chosen by al-Jazari (d.1429) j- 
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S 


Qaluun; Al 
Shamiyah 


Warsh; AI 
Asbahaani 


Heshaam 
ibn Ammar 


Khalaf; AI 
Shaatebeyyah 


Al Kesaa'i 
(reading of Abu 
Haareth al Layth ibn 
Khaaled al 
Baghdaadi) 


قراءة الكسائي PP‏ 
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Sho'bah ibn 
Ayyaah ibn 
Saalem Al Asid Al 
Nahshali al Kufi 


Doori Abi Amr AI 
Basri (Kesaa'i) 


Warsh; AI 
Azraq Way 


Doori (Abi 
Amr al Alaa) 


Sho'bah 
(Ibn Abi 


Al imaam ibn 
Aamer Al 
Demashqi 


Khalaf Al 


Aasher; (al 
Dorrah Way) 


Al Layth ibn 
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Al imaam Abd f 
Allah ibn 
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WERE THERE MORE THAN 30 RAWIS? 


(All between 736 - 936 AD?) 


Shady Hekmat Nasser 


"The Transmission of the Variant Readings of the Qur'an" (2012) 


e Between the time that the initial 8'^ century reader, Ibn Amir ad Dimashqi (736 
AD) created his Qira'at Qur'an, and the 10t" century, when the original 7 readers 
were appointed by Ibn Mujahid (936 AD) we have an intervening 200 years 
(from 736-936 AD) 


* |n those 200 years, there were many other transmitters, known as Rawis 
(students, or narrators) 


٠ In fact so many that it became a crisis, forcing Ibn Mujahid to appoint just 2 
transmitters for each of the 7 canonical readers 
٠ let's review... Fa 
Ld 


(Shady Hekmat Nasser, "The Transmission of the Variant Readings of the Qur'an", Leiden: Brill, 2012, pgs. 144-156) 


CONCLUSIONS: 
Qira’ats between Ibn Kathir - Mecca (738 AD) & Ibn Mujahid (936 AD) = 9 


Qira'ats between Nafi - Medina (785 AD) & Ibn Myjahid (936 AD) - 3 
Qira'ats between Abu ‘Amr - Basra (770 AD) & Ibn Mujahid (936 AD) = 65 


Qira'ats between Aasim - Kufa (745 AD) & Ibn Mujahid (936 AD) = 91 


Total for the four = 278 

Average for the four - 70 

Total for all 10 Qira’at Narrators = about 700 different written Qira’at Qur'ans!!! a 
| 
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A LOOK AT SOME VARIANTS 
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Sura 3:146* 


Hafs: Qaatala Warsh: Qutila 


ENIM 


- Ax poiius Fouaht 


ts df pec SAIN Dae سد‎ A 4 p 2 
Obss ere 


© pala a AT كات كايا‎ 


Translation: "And how many a prophet Translation: "And how many prophets 
fought, with whom were many were killed, with whom were many 


worshippers of the Lord" worshippers of the Lord" 


Significance: Did the Prophets simply FIGHT, or were they KILLED? 
* If | were a prophet, I would rather FIGHT, than be KILLED, as the former survives. 


Sura 43:19* 


Hafs: ibaadu 
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presence? 


slaves of the Beneficent, females “ a Cu D 


- دز‎ 
Problem-1: Are the angels slaves of Allah, or simply i in the presence of Allah? 
Problem-2: Is it the slaves, or those in Allah’s presence, who will be made females? 
*If | were an angel, | would prefer being in God's presence, than his slave. 
* |] | were an angel, | would prefer if only the slaves were made females thank-you. 
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doing good to his parents 
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Problem: Are men supposed to do gooc 
*As a parent, | would prefer my son te 
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Sura 98:6* 


Hafs: al bareiyyati Warsh (Al Asbahaani): al bare'ati 
زه "إن اذى كوه‎ FO 
creatures?  ادبا‎ 00 ف نار جهتم خللرين فا أو لتك هم س أل‎ The 


EN محر‎ -—- : eed وهل‎ TI. innocent? 


Translation: Indeed, they who disbelieved among Translation: “Indeed, they who disbelieved among 


the People of the Scripture and the polytheists the People of the Scripture and the polytheists 
will be in the fire of Hell, abiding eternally therein. will be in the fire of Hell, abiding eternally therein. 
Those are the worst of creatures" Those are the worst of the innocent" 


Problem: Are we Christians the worst creatures, or are we innocent? 
*What are innocent Christians, Jews, and polytheists doing in hell? 


e A comparison of the Arabic texts of the Hafs and Warsh versions 01 15 
reveals many differences: 
* There are over 120 consonantal or long vowel or symbol differences which 
affect the meanings of words. 
* There are over 5,000 short vowel or diacritical mark differences. 
* One Islamic website only identifies 51 variations 


http://muslimprophets.com/article.php?aid=64 


Ey 
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Differences in the numbers of letters or symbols (see Column 720 on table) 
(1) Some letters or symbols are missing from the Hafs version but included 


in the Warsh version 
(2) Some letters or symbols found in the Hafs version are missing from the 
Warsh version 
(3) Sometimes they have the same number of letters and symbols in a 
corresponding word, but they are different letters or symbols 


Ta 
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no 


3 TA 


Warsh version & meaning 


king (malik) 

flying 

valuable 

the greeting 
proclamation 

Indeed magic 

preservation 

two magicians 


many 


Hafs version & meaning 


owner (maalik) 
a bird 
means of support 
the peace 

good tidings 
Indeed a magician 
keeper 
two kinds of magic 


big 
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Type A — changing the meanings of nouns — 11 instances 


Verse 


1:4 
(c.f.114:2) 


3:49 & 
5:110 


4:5 
4:94 


7:57 & 
25:48 


10:2 


12:64 


28:48 


33:68 


ural (13 instances) 


Warsh version & meaning no 
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The winds 


beds 


e B: changing nouns from singular to 


Verse Hafs version & meaning 


6:115 & 10:33 & 4. - té 
TOTO RENE S 
by my 
messages 
5 awe the 
13:42 EST 
6. 


14:18 & 42:33 


Some of these differences have legal implications. 2:184, for example, differs in the number 

of poor people who must be fed ‘as a ransom’ fidya(t)" by a Muslim who ‘can do it’ 

yuliiquunahu— this could mean ‘who can afford it’. The Hafs version says ‘one poor person’ E 
and the Warsh version says ‘poor people’ — a plural but unspecified number of people. T 


Type C: changing meaning from a noun to a preposition or a verb 


NEN Verse Hafs version & meaning Warsh version & meaning ^no | 


EIE HENCE SE ERR 


Al E : 
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Type D: changing meaning to a different verb (6 instances) 


| | Verse | Hafs version & meaning Warsh version & meaning | no | 


l a as they disbelieved ole ^E 
INE" — 


Type E: changing a verb from active to passive (7 instances) 


Verse Hafs version & meaning Warsh version & meaning no 
oeza : : o $4 8 it (m.) will be _ 3 
1. | 2:58 تعفر‎ we (will) forgive يعفر‎ PDA GL 
3:146 But: he fought C38 he was killed 


we overlook it (m.) is overlooked 


it 1s seen you (1n,s.) see 


هم 
diis:‏ تعفر No.1 — compare it with the Hisham version which has,‏ 
It (f.) will be forgiven‏ 
| | 


Type F: changing a verb from 2"! person singular (‘you’) to 3™ person singular (‘he’) (7 instances) 


zi 


H: changing a verb from 2" person plural (‘you’) to 3"® person plural (‘they’) (23 instances) 
+ 


Warsh version & meaning 


| no 
3 


2 


they do 


يَعْمَلُونَ 


Hafs version & meaning 
Ù. you (pl.) do 


you (m.pl.) say | Osi sis [they (say‏ تفولونَ 


you (pl.) see them 
you (pl.) seek 

you (pl.) are returned 
you (pl.) gather 


you (pl.) heat 


you (pl.) invoke 


you (pl.) say 


they can 

they conceal 

they declare 

they ascribe 

you (pl.) invoke 
80 you gain 

you (m.pl.) invoke 
you (pl.) understand 
you (m.pl.) invoke 
they remember 
they do 


you (pl.) know 


you (pl.) receive 
admonition 


atis they (m.) see them 
Ose | they seek 


they are returned‏ | يرجعون 


they gather‏ | يجمّعون 


Ó و قدو‎ they heat 
يدعون‎ |they invoke 


they say‏ | يَفُولونَ 


á you (pl.) can‏ طيعون 


you (pl.) conceal‏ | تخفون 


you (pl.) declare‏ تُعْلِنُونَ 


à شر کو‎ you (pl.) ascribe 


Ó ea they invoke 
! Pps so they gain 
9 يدعو‎ | they (m.) invoke 
يَعْقَلُونَ‎ | they understand 


ÓU | they (m.) invoke 


Os Xx you (pl.) remember 


you (pl.) do‏ | تفعَلون 


they know‏ | يَعْلْمُونَ 


< € | they receive 
IY [ia 


admonition 


Verse 


2:85 


2:140 


Type G: changing a verb from 1* person plural (‘we’) to 1" person singular (‘I’) or 2"* person 
singular (‘you’) or 3'4 person singular (‘he’) (31 instances) 


Warsh version & meaning no 
oat i 
E E we will pay them 
hea 
| we gave you 


we will admit him 


we will give them 
we will gather them 


you are forgiven 
he pardons 


* he punishes 
he reveals 


he is sent 
he rewards 
x uu 
A 
it da مدر‎ accepted 
it (m.) is overlooked 


in order that we recompense 
them 


and we will bestow on him 
we will punish him 
O he says 
we will expiate 


we will deliver him 


Hafs version & meaning 
eed | he will pay them 


Igave you 
Alsa | he will admit him 


64335) | he will give them 


JAS | he will gather them 


we forgive‏ تَعْفِرٌ 
Cx we pardon‏ 
Cassi we punish‏ 


> 


0 

we reveal‏ نوحی 

25s we send 
oS we reward 

^ à A 

Ü pen he will say, 

Qai we accept 
5 FE ıy we overlook 


"EH gil in order that he 
=- | recompense them 


PEL: and he will bestow 


on him‏ السيودية 
he will punish him‏ | 43323 
kk‏ » 
ü | 9% wesay x»‏ 
JS he will expiate‏ 


FG he will deliver him 


Verse 


3:57 


3:81 


4:13 & 4:14 
& 48:17 & 
64:9 & 65:11 


4:152 


6:128 & 
10:45 & 
25:17 & 
34:40 & 
41:19 


7:161 


9:66 


9:66 
12:109 & 


. | 16:43 & 21:7 


& 21:35 
15:8 


16:96 


34:40 


46:16 


46:16 


46:19 


48:10 


48:17 


50:30 


64:9 


7217 


Type I: changing from masculine to feminine 


aM Verse Hafs version & meaning Warsh version & meaning | no | 


so it (f.) would o Šiai so it (m.) would 
21:80 
protect you protect you 
30:57 T i) wil benef 


"EN , PERN- : 
10. 2 2M so it (m.) may warn لتنذرَ‎ so it (f.) may warn 
*0 . . . zo 4 ٠ . . 


3 
Ax so it (f.) may warn u 


Type J: changing a statement to a command (6 instances) 


mE Verse Hafs version & meaning Warsh version & meaning no 


fo 4 as : Oteo Can [$ 


BOISE 


Type K: no change of meaning - a different letter for a conjunction with a similar meanin 


| Verse | — Hafsversion & meaning — |  Warshversion & meaning _ | no | 


EN 
[e [omm emma | SR nmt [I 


[oom O‏ بیسن | [wom‏ شت | مدعل 
[sese A era TEA era E‏ 
fons | a ep | aur [ermeno |‏ 
aer | ss [ancien | WA eme 0005‏ د 
jeso | os foarms NC INST NN P‏ 


11. 91:15 calis Y3 | and he did not fear calis 4 | and he did not fear 


Adding a Hamza +¢ to the end of a word can change its meaning e.g. (¢ ‘terrestrial’ c.f. eqs » 
iode Warsh does not always add the Hamza to this word c.f. Q.12:5 


[7] THE 6 EARLIEST QURANIC MANUSCRIPTS 


Topkapi » 3 Samarkand 


— e M LS 


Ma'il Petropolitanus 
(London, England) (Paris, France) 


m لوب‎ 


Al Husseini |. Sana 
(Cairo, Egypt) 2 


Sazi, his son Ahmed and Hassan el-Zeneiny, caretaker of the al-Hu 
d the Uthman Quaran in the relics room of the mosque 


As «c 


summary of the findings 


When we look at all 6 early Qur'anic manuscripts, we find that: 

e None of them are from the 7" century 

* None of them are complete 

* None of them completely agree with each other 

* None of them completely agree with the current 1924 ‘Hafs’ text 


J 


٠ All of them have 1005 and even 1000s of subsequent ‘manuscript variants 


٠ So, when was there a complete Qur'an? 


Ey 
Ld 


[8] THE 2 LAYERS OF THE SANAA PALIMPSEST 


LOWER TEXT VARIANTS* 


63 VERSES, WITH 70 VARIANTS 
* Verbs, nouns (25 times), Articles, Participles, Conjunctions 
* Prepositions, Isolated letters (29 times), and Expressions 


* Entire sentences (16 times) [note: some overlap within the 
same verses] 


* This is not a 'schooled text' (re: Asma Hilali) because it is too 
early, and where is the original? 


* Dr Elisabeth Puin: This is a nascent Qur'an, with corrections, 


then washed off, and re-written in 705 AD " 


[9] THE 4 CARBON DATING LAB REPORTS 


BBC ANNOUNCEMENT! (July 22, 2015) 


“Oldest Qur'an fragments found in Birmingham" 


Dr. David Thomas (right) 
"The writer of this 
manuscript could well have 
known the Prophet 
Muhammad. He would 
have seen him probably, 
he would maybe have 
heard him preach. He may 
have known him 
personally - and that really 
is quite a thought to 
conjure with" 


Only 33 verses, out of 6,236 in the Qur'an 

* Only 33 verse, out of 343 verses in these 3 
chapters 

٠ It’s, thus not a full Qur'an at all! 


Surah 18:17-31 - The 7 sleepers of 
Ephesus (Metaphrastes & Sarug 521 AD) 


Surah 19:91-98 = Proto-Evangelium of James 
(145 AD) & The Pseudo Gospel of Matthew (600 AD) 


20:1-40 = The story of Moses 


Conclusions 


* The Ink has not been dated! 568-645 AD only tell us when the animal died 

* |fthe dates are correct, then the classical account is wrong! 

٠ |t may simply suggest that the 3 stories in the folios were borrowed from outside, 
usually simple stories. These folios could be examples of those earlier sources, 
written in Arabic. 

* Scholars like Rezvan, Platti, Fedelli, Berk, and Cebi do not agree with the early 
dates. 

٠ The 4 laboratory reports on the Sana’a MS are dated between 390-550 AD, so 80 - 
220 year too early! 

* Thus, pre-Islamic, pre-Muhammad, pre Uthmanic, & pre Qur'anic! 


[10| THE 4,000 EARLY CONSONANTAL VARIANTS 


(‘Rasm’ Corrections) 


DANIEL ALAN BRUBAKER 


Dan Brubaker's Book: 


Highlighting just 22 out of 
a total of 4,000 he has now 
uncovered 


4 Types of Variants 


٠ Insertions 

٠ Erasures (some overwritten) 
* Coverings (some overwritten) 
* Tapings 


Ey N 
Ld 


Insertions 


J 


ف sss,‏ و 


A jl | 
dad 


Words added A post-production addition 
p p T 


Intentional removal of text Removal and overwriting An alif removed? 


Erasures Overwritten 

L 
UJ. 

L alal 


Different words written overtop Letters added in new script & ink after the original ھے‎ 


A 
EI 


Overwriting without Erasures 
ET E 


as 4 st —ric b 


Er acm 
—- d, > صم دام‎ E 50 Papa 


Either to restore a portion of text that has faded with time, or change the text entirely 


Selective Coverings 


mm By 


po AMUM p 5 —- 2» هن‎ on 

- din 7 25 | 2 4 pu 

١ X. - Y و ش8‎ AEN rar 

نس لا go‏ | هه 9 

سو ا ل هار1 تك 
bu‏ 4 


Intentional changes directly over portions of text 


Selective Coverings Overwritten 


Writing added into the text over the top of tape a 


و ا و ا ا جو n‏ س 
ه Bp‏ صما نو Les a‏ 
A‏ -= اطا ا 9 f t‏ ثور 


A patch appears to be serving some other purpose than the repair of the page a 


E : 


16 EXAMPLES OF VARIANTS 


E Y 
| E 


DANIEL ALAN BRUBAKER 


Dr Dan Brubaker's Book 


It is now out on Amazon 


Here are 16 of the 22 examples: 


1) Tene; in the Topkapi * 
(Topkapi mushaf al-sharif, fol. 122v. - Image reproduced by permission of IRCICA) 


Surah 9:72 


e 1924 = "wa-ridwanun min allahu akbaru dhalika huwa l- 
fawzu l-'azim" 


٠ Translated: “and Allah’s good pleasure is greater, that is 
the great triumph.” 


٠ The new word is ‘huwa’: 3& “that (m.) is” has been added 
to the text 


٠ It doesn’t change the meaning very much 


٠ It now conforms to the current 1924 ‘Hafs’ text 


٠ Because $$ uses a different hand, nib and style, this 
suggests post-production at a much later date " 


2 Erasure in 1 the Petropoliianus [BnF arabe 328] 


(BnF arabe 328, fol. 58v. - By permission of the Bibliothèque nationale de France) 


Surah 42:21 SF MOE ف‎ Y 


J 


Original: /am-he, that is, the compound Arabic word lahu "to him 
Original: "Or do they have associates who enacted for him" 
Current: replaced by lam-he-mim, that is, lahum “for them (m.)" 
Current: "Or do they have associates who enacted for them" 


This now corresponds to the 1924 Hafs text 


The second of three instances of لهم‎ lahum (for them) in this verse 


Pom > i Wak mh مو بحي‎ 

| | f ١ y 
A! | | J 

VA VÀ XN O9 1 p | 


11) 0 I 1S ) ( 0 yt ' 


(Y 


wa 
pi ( 


D 


LJ 


These are 9 instances, from a total of twelve 
Dan discovered, mostly in the Fustat 


Umayyad Codex 


Why would scribes forget the word for their 
god? 


Could this suggest flexibility in early 
manuscripts, then later made uniform? 


Note: 8 of the 9 examples don’t need the 
word Allah there, as it is already assumed 


Only the last one (in yellow) needs it 


All of them now conform to the 1924 ‘Hafs’ 
text 


Ey 


4) Erasure in Marcel 2 


(National Library of Russia (NLR), St. Petersburg, folio 30v) 
Surah 30:9 


* Anerasure, yet, with nothing to replace what was 
erased 


* The erasure is between: عقبة‎ agibatu "the fate" and 
الذين‎ “(of) those" 

e The correction now aligns it with the 1924 'Hafs' text 

* Thesize of the erasure suggests a word with 4-6 letters 


* |tcould have been: kullu min "all of" or kathiran min 
"most of" 


٠ Or it could have been: al-yahüd "the Jews,” or al-nas 
"the people" 


a a اد١ ددر کے‎ a سو ج‎ al 
u Lt cau 4 bss dil t— 
ais a doe Al asali La. 
"T “i aasa, a د ما‎ 
bb. يبحت ها ب لك‎ 3d | 
ft P" 2 iia L هذا‎ wit m 


Bias‏ هکو رفا له ا ل صو 
D‏ للب rs P TER rr‏ 


LS rra c LLL d 
uetus ELLIERNT 
245440 T a Ai Lisa qQ 


5) Four Corrections (Colour) 


(Museum of Islamic Art, Doha - MS.474.2003, fol. 9v) 
Surah 6:91 - 6:97 


#1: The word ' عليه‎ alayhi "against him" has been written over an 
erasure in Q6:93 following the words bima kuntum taqulün “for what 
you (pl.) used to say", yet, alayhi is not in the 1924 Hafs text 


#2: ala allah "about Allah" has been written in the margin, but oddly 
without erasing the alayhi that it is intended to supplant 


#3: The word (3! alladhina “whom” has been inserted where it was 
at first omitted 


#4: The word يعلمون‎ ya'lamün "they know" has been written over an 
erasure. The shadow of the original text can still be seen and appears 
to be "BHMWN" 


All of these corrections bring the present text in line with the 1924 
"Hafs' text 


6) Multiple Post-Production Corrections 


(Museum of Islamic Art, Doha MS.67.2007.1) 


Surah 5:93 


#1: Inserted is the phrase wa-‘amild al-salihat 
thumma attaqu wa amilu 


The insertion can be found at #1 


Except for the first wa amilu the rest could be a 
copyist error, which then had to be re-written 
into the text, and above the line, at a later date 


#2: The initial ‘alif of ' احسنوا‎ ahsand “do good 
(imperative, 3rd pl.)” was omitted when it was 
first written, and was added later, but in red ink 


This same red ink was also used for the diacritical 
dots added at a later date, proving that this ‘alif 
was added at this later date T 


7) Insertion of the words ‘The Seven" 


(BnF arabe 327, fol. ir.) 
Surah 23:86-87 


: #1: The words a! alsab'i "the seven" were added by a 
later scribe in Surah 23:86 


٠ |t now reads, “Say: ‘Who is the Lord of the seven heavens 
and the Lord of the Great Throne?” 


* This now agrees with the 1924 'Hafs' text 


: #2: An insertion of the letter alif in front of lillahi "Allah's" 
was added in Surah 23:87 


* Note that it was written with a narrower nib, proving it 
was added later by another scribe 


e Yet, this ‘alif is not found with the 1924 ‘Hafs’ text, 
suggesting that the correction goes against that text 


8) Insertion of "bi mithli” * 


(BnF arabe 331, fol. iv.) 
Surah 2:137 


: #1: The word Ji mithli “as” was omitted when first written, and 
then was added at a later time, along with the preceding bi, using 
a completely different hand writing, and a much narrower nib 


Note that it has vowels and diacritical marks, suggesting that it ی‎ v Jt 
was corrected in modern times 


4 
#2: The bi which was first written was linked along with the letter dio 
ma, and has not been erased 5 


So, as it now stands, the portion reads by Ë~ امنوا‎ amand bi- #2 
mithli bi-ma, which is an incorrect and non-viable reading 


Original: "If they believe in that which you have believed" #1 


Current: "If they believe similarly to that which you have E 
believed" | E 


9) Insertion of "Allah" 


(Topkapi codex, fol. 374v.) 
Surah 66:8 


e #1: This insertion of lam-lam-he (‘Allah’) occurs near the beginning of the 
verse, since originally, the first allah of this verse was not present #1 


* Original: “Oh you who believe! Turn to a sincere repentance” 
* Current: "Oh you who believe! Turn to Allah with sincere repentance” 


e #2: Notice the original ‘alif after the ila uses a larger nib, suggesting an error to 
the original text 


* The change has been made with a very small nib and is probably a modern 
intervention 


H2 
e |tnow conforms to the 1924 ‘Hafs’ text 


10( Erasure Overwritten of "bounty" * 


(BNF Arabe 328, fol.8r) 
Surah 3:171 


٠ #1: The dad-lam of فضل‎ fadlin "bounty" has been written 
over an erasure 


#2 


٠ The corrector has used a different nib and ink than was 
used in the original; also the hand and angle of the script is 
different than the rest of the page 


e #2: Erasure marks are clearly seen underneath, including 
some of the 5-11 original letters 


* These include four upward-extending letters, the first of 
which is preceded by a short tooth letter 


* This correction is clearly a much later intervention, and now 
conforms to the 1924 'Hafs' text 


Ld 5 E 
"m p 


1) Erasure Overwritten from “Qala” to “Qalu” 


1 


(#1 = NLR Marcel 6; #2 = BNF Arabe 340, fol. 26r.) 


#1: In the first example, from the NLR Marcel manuscript, the final làm of قال‎ 
qala "he said" has been erased, and in its place lam-waw-alif have been 
written. The result is the word ! à galü "they (m. pl.) said" 


Original: "And he said, "We are more [than you] in wealth and in children" 
Current: "And they said, ‘We are more [than you] in wealth and in children" 
It now conforms to the 1924 ‘Hafs’ text 


#2: In the second example, from the BNF Petropolitanus manuscript, we find 
the exact same change, erasing قال‎ qala "he said", and replacing it with ! 33 
qalü "they (m. pl.) said" 


This also now conforms to the 1924 'Hafs' text 


Surah 34:35 


12) Erasures leaving gaps in the Topkapi * 


(Topkapi codex, fol. 65r) 
Surah 4:167 


There has been an erasure of two (and possibly three) words 
#1: The first, an erasure of the first letter of Allah (Green arrow) 


#2: The second, on the next line, shows the shadow of what was first 
written, which was allahi gad “Allah has already” (Blue arrow) 


Original: "Surely those who disbelieve and hinder from the way of Allah 
have strayed far into error” 


Current: "Surely those who disbelieve and hinder from the way have 
strayed far into error" 


This correction goes away from the 1924 'Hafs' text 


#3: Another erasure can be found on line 10 as well (Yellow arrow), but 
Dan hasn't yet had time to look into it 


13) Erasure leaving a gap * 


(MIA, Doha, 2013.19.2, verso) 
Surah 24:33 


There is an erasure at the end of one line (Green 
arrow), and the beginning of the next line (Blue 
arrow) 


It occurs after the word 41 faglihi “his grace", 
and before والذين‎ wa-alladhina "and those who” 


There is no way to know what was first written in 
the spaces erased 


The text now corresponds to the 1924 'Hafs' text 


Ey S 


14) Erasure Overwritten of nearly a full line * 


(MIA.2014.491, fol.7v.) 
Surah 8:3 


Almost an entire line of text has been erased and then 
overwritten with the word "rizq" ‘provision’ 


We cannot know what the original phrase that was 
erased may have been 


Current: “wa-mimma razaqnahum yunfiqun", meaning: 
"And out of what we have provided them (m.) they (m.) 
spend" 


Notice that the initial ‘alif’ of the following verse is also 
added 


It now conforms to the 1924 'Hafs' text 


15) 8 Coverings in the Cairo Mushaf * 5 


(Cairo Mushaf al-Sharif, fol.33v.).) 
Surah 2:191-193 


#1 Line 1 - All but the first three letters of wa-akhrijuhum min haythu "drive them out from 
wherever" of Q2:191 


#2 Line 5 - All but the first two and last two letters of fa-in-qatalühum “so if you fight to kill them" of 
Q2:191 


#3 Line 6 - All but the first five letters of faaqtulükum kadhalika "then kill them (imper.), such" of 
Q2:191 


#4 Line 7 - All but the last five letters of fa-inintahau "and if they desist” of Q2:192 


#5 Line 8 - The first three letters of ghafur “forgiving” and the last three letters of as) rahim 
“merciful” of Q2:192 


#6 Line 10 - All but the first letter of al-din li-llah “the religion belongs to Allah" of 3 
#7 Line 11 - All but the last letter of udwan “enmity” of Q2:193 
#8 Line 12 - The final two letters of bi-/-shahr "in the month" of Q2:193 


16) 3 Coverings Overwritten * 


(Cairo Mushaf al-Sharif, fol.430r.) 
Surah 13:11-12 


On the first line pictured, all but the first two letters of eei: bi- 
anfusihim "in themselves" of Q13:11 has been written on the top 
of such a taping. 

On the second-to-last line pictured, all but the initial 'alif of يركمالذى‎ 
alladhi yurikum "he who shows you" of Q13:12 has similarly been 
written over a taping, and is rather stretched out. The stretching is 
not unusual in this manuscript, but it is more pronounced in this 
spot than is standard for the original scribe. It is notable that the 
way this is written over the tape is missing one letter when 
compared with the 1924 'Hafs' Cairo edition, which has an 
additional ya’ between the ra’ and the kaf, يذلاميكزي.‎ 

On the final line, the lbs wa-tama'à "and hope" of 013:12 has 
also been written over a taping 

In all three cases we cannot know what was initially written, but 
we can see that the new corrections over top all correspond with 
the ’Hafs’ Caireen 1924 text 


#1 


#2 


#3 


:-//www.youtube.com/watch ?Pv=HmUEub1O5SFU 
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100. Yet they ascribe 
as partners to Allah, 
the jinn, though He 
created them, and 

impute to Him sons 


and daughters 
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[11] THE 63 EARLIEST EXTANT FRAGMENTS 
(Claimed to be earlier than 719 AD) 


CRITICAL EDITION OF THE QURAN 


WHAT DO WE HAVE? 


"When the al-Azhar specialists convened to produce a reliable edition 
of the Qur an towards 1920, they never thought of looking for the 
earliest written witnesses, had they known how to identify them, but 
used in the course of their work the specialised literature on the qira at 
or the orthography which developed in Muslim scholarly circles from 
the second/eighth century onwards" 


(Francois Déroche, Qur'ans of the Umayyads: A First Overview, Leiden/Boston: Brill, 2014, pp. 14-15) 


Ey S 
p» 


The earliest complete' Biblical Manuscripts 


eme 


a r 


Codex Vaticanus 
300 - 325 AD Codex Sinaiticus 
330 - 360 AD 


Codex Alexandrinus E 
400-440 AD p» 


Mansur Ahmed, during 
the debate on May 26", 
2019, at Speaker's 
Corner, claimed: 

1) a continual Textual 
Tradition of a 
complete Qur'anic 
Manuscript back to 
652 AD 

2) but he could not 
name one manuscript 
from 652 AD, nor from 
699 AD, nor even from 
before 721 AD 

3) He claimed that by 
721 AD they had only 
97% of the Qur'an. 


What did he mean by 
only 97%? 


How much of the Qur'an existed in the first 100 years? 


100 
IED q 96.196 
of the text 


ceo 
© 


e 
© 


Cumulative percentage of Qur'anic text 
as seen in Mushaf of Madinah 


Cumulative percentage of the text in 
Qur'anic manuscripts from 1st century AH 


0 20 40 60 80 100 
Surah number Tm 


Figure 3: Comparative study of cumulative percentages of the Qur'anic text as found in the widely used Qur'an mushaf printed in Madinah and the equivalent amount of text in the Qur'anic manuscripts from 1st century of hijra. p 


Cumulative Surahs 
tabulated by 719 AD 


Note that by 719 AD 
only 96% of the 
Qur'an can be found 


That's nearly 100 years 
after Muhammad died! 


So, there is no 
complete Qur'an for 
almost 100 years 
after Muhammad! 


Cumulative percentage of the unique text of the Qur'an 


CO N C LU S | O N S Percentage of the text of the Qur'an 
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There are no complete Qur'ans for the first 100 
years after Muhammad 
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Marcel 3 
Marcel 9 
Marcel 17 
Marcel 18/2 
Arabe 328c 
Arabe 328b 
Marcel 16 
Marcel 19 
Marcel 11 
Arabe 330c 
Marcel 15 
M. 1572b 
Sotheby 1993, Lot 34 
Or. Fol. 4313 
Arabe 328e 
Arabe 6140a 


The Muslims have had to collect 63 fragments of 
the Qur'an to find even 9696 by 719AD 


M 


TETTIE * * *** 


TM 


Yet, almost all of them are tentative, or have no 
supporting evidence for early dates patito. 
Some of their dates even go into the 9" and 10% جت‎ 
centuries — Cd At 


Sotheby's 2008, Lot 3‏ و 


They have not studied any of them to know if they — TNT 


Vaticani Arabi 1605 
KFQ60 


agree with the current 1924 'Hafs' text BELGES wa de 
ڪڪ‎ 
سس‎ 


Sotheby's 1993, Lot 31 


. . e > 
So, how did we get our present Qur'an? Let's find ——— pde: 
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[12] THE 1924 HAFS CANONIZED TEXT 


(Our Present Qur'an) 


Nafi’ al-Madani (Medina d. 785 AD) 
Qalun (d. 835) 


Warsh (d. 812 AD) 


Ibn Kathir al Makki (Mecca d. 738 AD) 


Ta 
Pfander p» 


Al-Bazzi (d. 864) 
Qunbul (d. 904) 


Abu 'Amr Ibn al-'Ala' (Basra d. 770 AD) Al-Duri (d. 860) 


Al-Susi (d. 874) 


Hisham (d. 859) 
Ibn Dhakwan (d. 857) 


Ibn Amir ad-Dimashqi (Damascus d. 736 AD) 


Aasim ibn Abi al-Najud (Kufa d. 745 AD) 
Shu'bah (d. 840) 


Hamzah az-Zalyyat (Kufa d. 772 AD) 
Khalaf (d. 844) 


Khallad (d. 835) 
Al-Kisa'i (Kufa 737-805 AD) 
Al-Layth (d. 854) 
Al Duri (d. 860) 


Abu Ja'far (Medina - d. 748 AD) 
‘Isa ibn Wardan (d. 777) 


Ibn Jummaz (d. 787) 
Ya'qub al-Yamani (Basra - d. 821 AD) 


Ruways (d. 853) Rawh (d. 849) 


Khalaf (Kufa - d. 844 AD) 
Ishaq (d. 899) Idris (d. 905) 


THE QIRA'AT CONUNDRUM 
Remember the 10 
‘Readers’? 


And the 20 ‘transmitters’? 
With 30 to choose from, 
they chose ‘Hafs’ 


But, was he a good choice? 


No he wasn’t...here’s why... 


Muhammad 
dies 632 


Uthman's 
‘Quraishi’ 
Qur’an 652 


I have 3 problems with Hafs 


1) He just wasn't trustworthy, and therefore not suitable 
2) He wasn't chosen for textual veracity, or authenticity, but for political reasons 


3) He should have been the last person, amongst the 30, to have been chosen! 


Ta 
Ld 


Before ‘Hafs’, we'll look at Aasim, his ‘reader’ 
Aasim ibn Abi al-Najud (Kufa: 700 AD - 745 AD) 


We are told that he received his Qur'an from Zarr b. Hubaysh, Abu 'Abd al-Rahman al-Sulami, and Abu 
‘Amr al-Shaybani, who supposedly received it from Ali b. Abi Talib (4*^ Caliph), and Ibn Mas'ud (Kufa) 


Ibn Sa'd: "Aasim was reliable, but made mistakes in the transmission" 

‘Abd Alla b. Ahmad: "Al-A'mash memorized [the tradition] more correctly" 

Ya'qub b. Sufyan: "His transmission of the tradition contained some confusion" 

Ibn 'Ulayya: "Everyone named 'Aasim was faulty in memorizing the tradition" 

Ibn Kharash: "His transmission of the tradition contains some deniable things" 
Al-’Ugayli: "He had no problem [with Aasim] except poor memorization of the tradition" 
Al-Daraqutni: "Aasim had fault of memory" 


Hammad b. Salma: "Aasim became confused toward the end of his life" :5 


[Prolegomena to the Qur'an, New York & Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1998, by Al-Sayyid Abu al-Qasim al-Musawi al-Khu'l (NB a Shia Ayatollah), pp. 95- 96] 


Now to 'Hafs' 
Hafs Ibn Sulayman al-Asadi (Kufa: 708 AD - 796 AD) 
Raised by 'Aasim in Kufa 


Hafs himself said that he "did not depart from 'Aasim's reading except in one word in "Surat al-Rum" [sura 
30, verse 54] 


al-Dhahabi: "Hafs was reliable in his reading, consistent and accurate, but not so in the transmission of 
the tradition" 


Ibn Abi Hatim: "His [Hafs's] transmission of the tradition was rejected" 

‘Uthman al-Darimi (and others): "He was not reliable" 

Ibn al-Madini: "Hafs was weak in the tradition, and | intentionally avoided [transmitting] from him" 
Al-Bukhari: "He was rejected by the compilers [of biographical dictionaries] 

Al-Nasa’i: "I consider him untrustworthy and the traditions he transmitted were not recorded" "E 


[Prolegomena to the Qur'an, New York & Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1998, by Al-Sayyid Abu al-Qasim al-Musawi al-Khu'l (NB a Shia Ayatollah), pp. 95- 96] 


Other opinions of ‘Hafs’ weren't any better 
Hafs Ibn Sulayman al-Asadi (Kufa: 708 AD - 796 AD) 


Al-Daraqutni: declared him weak 


al-Saji: "Hafs is one of those whose traditions have disappeared. What he transmitted 
contained objectionable traditions" 


Salih b. Muhammad: "His traditions were not recorded, and all of them were 
objectionable" 


Ibn Kharash: "[Hafs] was a liar, and was rejected for fabricating traditions" 
Ibn Hayyan: "He used to change the chains of transmission, and even fabricated chains 
for those traditions that did not have ones" 


Ey 
p 


[Prolegomena to the Qur'an, New York & Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1998, by Al-Sayyid Abu al-Qasim al-Musawi al-Khu'l (NB a Shia Ayatollah), pp. 95- 96] 


Conclusions: 


Hafs transimissions were: 


* Unreliable 

* Weak 

* Untrustworthy 

* Contained objectionable material 

* Contained fabricated chains 

* Histraditions disappeared 

* He was aliar 

٠ His transmissions were not recorded by others 
٠ And others avoided him 


To the point that ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Muhdl declared, "/ solemnly declare that it is not permissible to 
transmit [traditions] on his [Hafs's] authority" 


So, why was Hafs chosen as the official Qur’an, if he was so unreliable, and untrustworthy? 


[Prolegomena to the Qur’an, New York & Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1998, by Al-Sayyid Abu al-Qasim al-Musawi al-Khu'l (NB a Shia Ayatollah), pp. 95- 96] 


HOW THE HAFS CANONIZED TEXT WAS CHOSEN 


(Our Present Qur'an) 


1924 - CAIRO (96 years ago) 


In 1924, the department of Education in the city of Cairo, Egypt, were having 
problems with standardized tests, as they were getting conflicting answers with 
students who were quoting directly from the Qur'an, or rather 30 Qur'ans 


e They went to Al Azhar University, and asked Muhammad b. ‘Ali al-Husayni al- 
Haddad to choose just one of the 30 as the official Qur'an for their schools 


* Hechose the 796 AD 'Hafs' Qur'an for all the high schools, but just in Cairo 


* All the other 29 'variant Qur'ans' they gathered together and threw them into 
the Nile River, and sank them...thinking that would get rid of them... 


* Little did they know that you can still buy all of them, even today... 


Ey 
Ld 


[Reynolds, Gabriel Said (Ed.), The Qur'an in its historical context, (London & New York: Routledge, 2008) pgs. Introduction, 2-3] 
[Neuwirth, Angelika, & Sinai, Nicholas (Eds.), The Qur'an in Context: Historical and Literary Investigations into the Qur'anic Milieu, Leiden/Boston: Brill, 2010, p. 1] 
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1936 - EGYPT (84 years ago) 


* The government of Egypt realized how efficient the Cairene 
model was 


* They decided to make the Hafs standard for all Qur'ans in 
Egyptian schools 


e This was known as the ‘Faruq Edition’, named after King 
Farug, who came to power that year 


[Reynolds, Gabriel Said (Ed.), The Qur'an in its historical context, (London & New York: Routledge, 2008) pgs. Introduction, 2-3] 
[Neuwirth, Angelika, & Sinai, Nicholas (Eds.), The Qur'an in Context: Historical and Literary Investigations into the Qur'anic Milieu, Leiden/Boston: Brill, 2010, p. 1] 


Ta 
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1985 - SAUDI ARABIA (35 years ago!) 


e The government of Saudi Arabia realized how efficient the 
Egyptian model was 


٠ They decided to make the Hafs standard for all Qur'ans 
world wide 


* This was known as the 'Fahd Edition', named after King 
Fahd, who came to power in 1982 


[Reynolds, Gabriel Said (Ed.), The Qur'an in its historical context, (London & New York: Routledge, 2008) pgs. Introduction, 2-3] 
[Neuwirth, Angelika, & Sinai, Nicholas (Eds.), The Qur'an in Context: Historical and Literary Investigations into the Qur'anic Milieu, Leiden/Boston: Brill, 2010, p. 1] 
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Sahih al- Bukhari 


510. Narrated Anas bin Malik 
8: Hudhaifa bin Al-Yaman came to 
'Uthman at the time when the people of 
Sham and the people of ‘iraq were wag- 
ing war to conquer Arminya and Adhar- 


bijan. Hudhaifa was afraid of their (the 
people of Stià'm and’ ‘iraq) differences 
in the recitation of the Qur'an, so 
he said to ‘Uthman, ^O chief of the 
Believers! Save this nation before they 
iffer about the Book (Qur’an} as 
Jews and the Christians did before.” 
So ‘Uthman sent a message to Hafsa 
saying, "Send us the manuscripts of the 
Qur'an so that we may compile the 
Qur’anic materials in perfect copies and 
Teturn the manuscripts to you." Hafsa 
sent it to ‘Uthman. ‘Uthman then order- 
ed Zaid bin Thabit, ‘Abdullah bin Az- 
Zubair, Sa'id bin Al-’As and 'Abdur- 
Rahman bin Harith bin Hisham to re- 
write the manuscripts in perfect copies. 
‘Uthman said to the three Quraishi men, 
"In case you disagree, with Zaid bin 
Thabit on any point in the Qur'an, then 
write it in the dialect of Quraish as the 
Qur'an was revealed in their tongue." 
They did so, and when they had written 
many copies, ‘Uthman returned the origi- 
nal manuscripts to Hafsa. 'Uthmàn sent 
to every Muslim province one copy of 
what they had copied, and ordered that 
all the other Qur'ánic materials, whether 
written in fragmentary manuscripts or 
whole copies, be burnt. Zaid bin Thabit 
added, "A Verse from Sürat Ahzab was 
missed by me when we copied the Qur'àn 
and | used to hear Alláh's Apostle 


reciting it. So we searched for it 


and found it with Khuzaima bin Thabit 
Al-Ansari. (That Verse was): 
“Among the Believers are men 
who have been true in their cov- 
enant with Allah.’ (33:23) 


(trane. by Dr. Muhammad Muhprw Khan 
Publ. by Da» Bhya Us—-Sunaah 


WAIT A MINUTE!!! LET'S 
BACK UP! 


Remember Al Bukhari 6:510 — Uthman’s Qur'an? 


Hudhaifa comes back from Azerbaijan, upset, because 
he has heard different Qur’ans recited, from Syria and 
Irag! 


He insists that Uthman write one 'Quraiza' Qur'an, and 
send it to every province (Mecca, Medina, Basra, Kufa, 
& Damascus) so that there would be no other Qur'an 


Uthman than burned all the other Qur'ans (from Basra, 


Kufa and Damascus) to retain the ‘Quraiza’ Qur'an 


So, where are the 'corrupted Qur'ans' from? 
* They were from Basra, Kufa, and Damascus... 


Let's remind ourselves where the 30 Qira’ats are from... 


THE QIRA’AT CONUNDRUM Biati vale ie Garaien atalet ES r 


Warsh (d. 812 AD) 


eee ا‎ Ibn Kathir al Makki (they used the Quraishi dialect in Mecca) arazi 80 
h d the ' ishi’ Dial 

ave used the ‘Quraishi’ Dialect Qunbul (d. 904) 
Only 3 out of 10 readers were Quraishi! Abu ‘Amr Ibn al-‘Ala’ (Basra d. 770 AD) mourn 
Note, how many of their 20 Al-Susi (d. 874) 
Transmitters were Quraishi Ibn Amir ad-Dimashqi (Damascus d. 736 AD) einen Gia) 


Only 5 out of 20! Ibn Dhakwan (d. 857) 
Aasim ibn Abi al-Najud (Kufa d. 745 AD) 


Thus, of the 30 official Qira’at, Shu'bah (d. 840) 


only 8 used the ‘Quraishi’ Dialect! c 
Hamzah az- ETT (Kufa d. 772 AD) 


And 'Hafs' wasn't one of them Khalaf (d. 844) 
. ° Khallad (d. 835) 
In fact, his dialect, from Kufa, ENT T 
was one which Uthman burned! Al-Layth (d. 854) 
Muhammad Al Duri (d. 860) 
Abu Ja’far (also from the city of Medina) 

dies 632 ‘Isa ibn Wardan (d. 777) 
Uthman's —— Ya'qub al-Yamani (Basra - d. 821 AD) 
‘Quraishi’ نت‎ as, Rawh (d. 849) 
aa an 652 Khalaf (Kufa - d. 844 AD) 

Ishaq (d. 899) 


Idris (d. 905) 


Conclusions 


These are the reasons Hafs should have never been chosen for today's Canonical Qur'an 


He was unreliable, weak, untrustworthy, and a liar, used objectionable material & fabricated 
chains, so that others avoided him, and refused to use him 


He was initially chosen in order to standardize high-school exams on the Qur'an 
He was chosen for political purposes (the Ottoman's preferred him to the others) 


He was chosen by the Saudi Arabian government only 35 years ago, out of expediency 
e Yet, why did the Arabian government choose an Iraqi dialect over their own? 


Nowhere in this whole process did anyone use TEXTUAL CRITICISM, whether Haf's text was similar, 
or even close to the original Uthmanic Quraishi text...and the reason... 


The Qira'at Qur'ans had nothing to do with any original Mushafs, but all to do with recitations 
Besides, there was no Uthmanic Quraishi manuscript with which to compare!!! 


T 
There still aren’t even today!!! | 
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FINAL CONCLUSIONS 


(When all is said and done) 


12 areas we investigated... 


[1] What do modern Muslim Leaders Claim? 


[2] What did early Muslim Scholars Say? 

[3] Historical Anachronisms 

[4] Source Criticism 

[5] The 2 compilations of the Qur'an 

[6] The 30 late Diacritical Variants (i.e. the different Arabic Qur'ans) 
[7] The 6 Earliest Qur'anic Manuscripts 

[8] The 2 Layers of the Sana'a Palimpsest 

[9] The 4 Carbon Dating Lab Reports 

[10] The 4,000 early Consonantal Variants 


[11] The 63 Earliest Extant Fragments 


[12] The 1924 Hafs canonized text my S 


What modern Muslim scholars claim is not what early Muslim scholars believed 


Whoever wrote the Qur'an did not know their history very well 


That which they wrote was mostly borrowed from erroneous Jewish Apocryphal writings and Christian 
Sectarian writings, the latter written in Syriac 


The 2 Compilations prove that men changed the Qur'an in its earliest period 
The 6 manuscripts prove that men created 6 different Qur'ans between the 8'^ — 9th centuries 


The 2 Layers of the Sana'a manuscript prove that men created a nascent Qur'an in the 7'^ century, 
washed it, and then rewrote it 


The 4 Carbon dated Lab reports prove that men borrowed stories created long before the Qur'an Ta 


yp» 


CONCLUSION 


The 30 Different 'Official' Arabic Qur'ans prove that for over 1,000 years there have 
been a variety of Qur'ans, that not one of them is the same, with over 93,000 variants! 


The 4,000 Consonantal Variants prove that they are possibly still changing and 
standardizing the text 


The 63 fragments employed to find just 9696 of the Qur'an proves they still don't have 
the original, while ALL of the fragments are either tentative, or have no sources 


The 36-39 non-Hafs Qira'at Variants dumped into the Nile prove that when Muslims find 
problems with their Qur'an, they either burn them, wash them, erase them, cover 
them, or sink them to destroy the evidence! 


TA 
The Qur'an we have today is really only 35 years old, which makes me feel old E 


And finally... 


From what we have researched, and found, we can say that: 


* The Qur'an was not created by God at all 

e The Qur'an was not sent down to Muhammad between 610 — 632 AD 
* The Qur'an was not completed by Uthman in 652 AD 

* The Qur'an was changed in the last 1300 years 

* The Qur'an was finally compiled in 1924, and made official in 1985 

* Thus, the Qur'an is a mere 96...no wait...35 years old! 


* Consequently, many of us in this room are actually older than the Qur'an! I^ 


Yet, by Casting Doubt on the Qur'an 
Our Muslim Friends can Consider a Better Book 
The Bible! 


